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Conserve every drop

Was Samuel Taylor Coleridge foretelling the impending water crisis in the 21st century when he
penned “Water, water, every where,/ Nor any drop to drink” more than two centuries ago in ‘The
Rime of the Ancient Mariner’?

The grave water situation in Cape Town in South Africa is a wake-up call to everybody across the
globe — from policymakers to the common man — that it cannot be business as usual when it
comes to water usage. A similar crisis is looming large in other cities in the world as people
continue to be reckless in their use of water.

The situation is so worrisome that 12 world leaders — 11 heads of state and a special adviser of a
high-level panel on water — wrote an open letter to global leaders a week ago warning that the
world is facing a water crisis and issued a New Agenda for Water Action. Observing that we need
to make “every drop count”, they called for a new approach: rethinking how we understand, value
and manage water as a precious resource, and catalysing change and building partnerships to
achieve the water-related goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The social, cultural, economic and environmental values of water to society need to be
reassessed, the panel said. “Water needs to be allocated in ways which maximize overall benefits
to our societies,” it observed. The panel also mentioned the need to put in place policies that will
allow for at least a doubling of water infrastructure investment in the next five years. It called for
governments, communities, the private sector, and researchers to collaborate.

In India, we can’t be complacent any more. A growing population, lack of adequate planning,
crumbling infrastructure, indiscriminate drilling of borewells, large-scale consumption of water, and
a false sense of entitlement in using water carelessly are causing water shortages. Unless drastic
measures are taken to minimise water usage, the day may not be far off when authorities will be
forced to ration water supply in cities like Bengaluru, which has been ranked second in the list of
11 global cities which might face the imminent threat of running out of drinking water. Already,
water is being supplied on alternate days in certain cities, and for a limited duration in some
places.

The World Bank’s Water Scarce Cities Initiative seeks to promote an integrated approach to
managing water resources and service delivery in water-scarce cities as the basis for building
resilience against climate change. The demand for water in urban areas is projected to increase
by 50-70% in the next three decades.

India’s current water requirement is estimated to be around 1,100 billion cubic metres per year,
which is projected to touch 1,447 billion cubic metres by 2050.

Water conservation cannot brook delay any longer in India. According to a forecast by the Asian
Development Bank, India will have a water deficit of 50% by 2030. India’s water needs are
basically met by rivers and groundwater. Water scarcity can lead to disastrous consequences
impacting food production as most of the farming is rain-fed. With ground water catering to about
60% of the country’s irrigation, 85% of rural water drinking requirements, and 50% of urban water
needs, replenishing the aquifers has to be accorded top priority. Millions across India still do not
have access to safe drinking water and this problem has to be tackled on a war footing.

The oceans make up for about 97% of the Earth’s water. Less than 3% of Earth’s water is
freshwater and most of it is not accessible. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, over 68% of
the freshwater on Earth is found in icecaps and glaciers, while just over 30% is found in
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groundwater.

According to the United Nations, 2.1 billion people lack access to safely managed drinking water
services; water scarcity already affects four out of every 10 people; 90% of all natural disasters are
water related; 3.4 lakh children under five die every year from diarrhoeal diseases; agriculture
accounts for 70% of global water withdrawal; and 80% of wastewater flows back into the
ecosystem without being treated or reused. In 2010, the UN General Assembly recognised the
right of every human being to have access to sufficient water for personal and domestic uses
(between 50 and 100 litres of water per person per day). It has to be safe, acceptable and
affordable (water costs should not exceed 3% of household income) and also physically
accessible (within 1,000 metres of home).

I am glad that the government has come up with a 6,000-crore World Bank-aided Atal Bhujal
Yojana with community participation to ensure sustained groundwater management in
overexploited and ground water-stressed areas in seven States. It has been found that 1,034
blocks out of the 6,584 assessed blocks in the country are overexploited.

According to the annual report of the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, about 77% of rural
habitations in India have achieved a fully covered status (40 litres per capita per day) under the
National Rural Drinking Water Programme, and 55% of the rural population have access to tap
water. It was mentioned that the Ministry has also taken special steps to address the issue of
water quality. A sub-mission programme is being implemented to eliminate the problems of water
quality in about 28,000 habitations affected by arsenic and fluoride by 2020.

Another important issue that needs to be addressed, particularly in urban areas, is the leakage of
pipes providing water. We cannot allow this to continue any longer. Putting in place an efficient
piped supply system has to be top on the agenda of policymakers and planners.

Although India receives an average rainfall of 1,170 mm per year, it is estimated that only 6% of
rainwater is stored.

Before the situation turns more alarming, we have to collectively act — now and here. We should
remember that ancient India had well-managed wells and canal systems. In fact, our culture
always believed in treating nature with reverence and most of our rivers are considered sacred.
The Indus Valley Civilization had a well-managed canal system, while Chanakya’s Arthashastra
also talks of irrigation. In the ancient past, different types of indigenous water harvesting systems
were developed across the subcontinent and such systems need to be revived and protected at
the local level. Micro irrigation practices like drip and sprinkler systems have to be promoted in a
big way for efficient use of water for agriculture. Both in urban and rural areas, digging of rainwater
harvesting pits must be made mandatory for all types of buildings.

Conscious efforts need to be made at the household level and by communities, institutions and
local bodies to supplement the efforts of governments and non-governmental bodies in promoting
water conservation. Sustained measures should be taken to prevent pollution of water bodies,
contamination of groundwater and ensure proper treatment of domestic and industrial waste
water. Reduce, reuse, and recycle must be the watchwords if we have to handover a liveable
planet to the future generations.

Venkaiah Naidu is the Vice-President of India

The India-Japan economic relationship remains underwhelming in relation to strategic ties
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Water woes

Global water use has grown at twice the rate of population growth over the past century. The head
of the Food and Agriculture Organization has said that two out of three human beings face severe
water scarcity for at least part of the year. Climate change will further complicate matters. Cape
Town has come perilously close to being the first major city to run out of water.

These sobering facts deserve attention on World Water Day. India has ample reason to worry. We
already have less water per person than large developing nations such as China and Brazil, well
before our population has peaked. Perverse policies have not helped either. The provision of free
electricity has led to the overuse of groundwater. In many Indian cities with water scarcity, the poor
pay more than privileged citizens for water. The solutions have to be a combination of social,
economic and technological responses. India cannot maintain either economic growth or social
stability unless extreme water stress is avoided—a difficult but not impossible task, going by the
Israeli experience.
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Awash in water crises

 

As World Water Day draws closer (March 22), this year’s World Water Development Report
makes it clear that nature-based solutions — which are also aligned with the principles and aims
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — can offer answers to our most pressing
water-related challenges. Business-as-usual approaches to water security are no longer viable.

Nature-based solutions hold great promise in areas which also include sustainable food
production, improved human settlements, access to drinking water supplies and sanitation, water-
related disaster risk reduction, and helping to respond to the impact of climate change on water
resources.

The water-related challenges we face today are immense. The world’s population is expected to
increase from 7.6 billion (2017) to between 9.4 and 10.2 billion people (2050), with two-thirds of
them living in cities. UN estimates are that more than half of this anticipated growth will be in Africa
(1.3 billion) and Asia (0.75 billion). Therefore, those most in need of water will be in developing or
emerging economies.

Climate change is also impacting the global water cycle with wetter regions generally becoming
wetter and drier regions drier. An estimated 3.6 billion people now live in areas that could face
water scarcity for at least a month in a year, with that number increasing to 4.8 and 5.7 billion by
2050. The International Water Management Institute estimates that total demand could increase
from 680 billion cubic metres (BCM) to 833 BCM by 2025, and to 900 BCM by 2050.

By 2050, countries already facing water scarcity challenges may also be forced to cope with the
decreased availability of surface water resources. India faces major threats to its water security,
with most water bodies near urban centres heavily polluted. Inter-State disputes over river
resources are also becoming more intense and widespread.

Along with water scarcity, there is the issue of water quality. Since the 1990s, water pollution has
worsened in most rivers in Africa, Asia and Latin America, according to the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP). An estimated 80% of industrial and municipal wastewater is released without
any prior treatment, with detrimental impacts on human health and ecosystems. Given the
transboundary nature of most river basins, regional cooperation will be critical to addressing
projected water quality challenges.

A Central Pollution Control Board report indicates that almost half of India’s inter-State rivers are
polluted. Sewage from 650 cities and towns along 302 polluted river stretches in the country
increased from 38,000 million litres per day (MLD) in 2009 to 62,000 MLD in 2015. It found that the
untreated sewage and industrial waste was a major cause of pollution in 16 of 40 inter-State rivers
in the country.

Nature-based solutions can address overall water scarcity through “supply-side management,”
and are recognised as the main solution to achieving sustainable water for agriculture.

Environmentally-friendly agricultural systems like those which use practices such as conservation
tillage, crop diversification, legume intensification and biological pest control work as well as
intensive, high-input systems. The environmental co-benefits of nature-based solutions to
increasing sustainable agricultural production are substantial as there are decreased pressures on
land conversion and reduced pollution, erosion and water requirements.
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Constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment can also be a cost-effective, nature-based solution
that provides effluent of adequate quality for several non-potable uses (irrigation) and additional
benefits that include energy production. Such systems already exist in nearly every region of the
world. Natural and constructed wetlands also biodegrade or immobilise a range of emerging
pollutants. Recent experiments suggest that for some emerging pollutants, nature-based solutions
work better than “grey” solutions, and in certain cases may be the only viable option.

Watershed management is another nature-based solution that is seen not only as a complement
to built or “grey” infrastructure but also one that could also spur local economic development, job
creation, biodiversity protection and climate resilience.

Nature-based solutions are closely aligned with traditional and local knowledge including those
held by indigenous and tribal peoples in the context of water variability and change.

Chennai in Tamil Nadu is a textbook example of how nature is being ignored in urban
development-posed challenges. Unplanned urban development and unwieldy growth with no
hydrological plan are causing many problems. Earlier, when there was heavy rain in catchment
areas in the Chennai region, lakes, ponds, tanks, rivers and inter-linked drainage systems helped
replenish groundwater, hold back some water and release the excess to the ocean. With
development, a number of tanks and lakes in and around Chennai have been encroached upon by
various stakeholders. Major rivers and canals such as the Cooum, Adyar and Buckingham Canal
which are meant to carry excess rainwater to the Bay of Bengal now serve as the city’s drainage
outlets. The Pallikaranai marsh which acted as a sponge to soak up excess rainwater is now an
over-run.

Nature-based solutions are crucial to achieving our Sustainable Development Goals. Adopting
them will not only improve water management but also achieve water security.

Jayakumar Ramasamy is Senior Programme Specialist and Regional Hydrologist, UNESCO
Regional Office for Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya

The India-Japan economic relationship remains underwhelming in relation to strategic ties
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Water may exist in Earth’s lower mantle: study

Colour image of Earth, taken by NASA's Earth Polychromatic Imaging Camera.   | Photo Credit:
REUTERS/NASA/Handout via Reuters/File Photo

Water may be more common than expected at extreme depths within Earth’s lower mantle —
approaching 640 kilometres and possibly beyond, a study of diamonds from across the world has
found.

The oceans have been measured to a maximum depth of 11 kilometres, though water is known to
exist well below the oceans. Just how deep this hidden water reaches, and how much of it exists,
are the subjects of ongoing research.

The study, published in the journal Science, explored microscopic pockets of a trapped form of
crystallized water molecules in diamond samples from locations in Africa and China. The tiny
traces of crystallised water, trapped in spaces called inclusions that measure just a few microns in
length, contain the molecular signature of ice. This crytallised water likely formed from liquid water
existing at very high pressures, researchers said

The structure and chemical studies helped the scientists to determine the pressures and
temperatures at which the diamonds formed. This allowed the scientists from US Department of
Energy’s Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (Berkeley Lab)in the US to estimate the depths
of their formation.

Many of the studied diamonds from a random sampling seemed to originate from deep inside the
Earth, within and even beyond the transition zone sandwiched between Earth’s upper and lower
mantles, said Oliver Tschauner, from the University of Nevada in the US. While only about 60
diamonds had previously been confirmed to originate at depths greater than about 300 kilometres,
the latest study added several more to this tally. “It seems many diamonds come from greater
depths,” Tschauner said.

In the past, people had focused more on larger inclusions, tens of times the size of the ones that
were the focus of the new study. “Some of these small inclusions may have been overlooked
before,” Tschauner added.

Researchers concluded that some of the inclusions likely were formed from fluid existing at depths
of 400 to 540 kilometres beneath Earth’s surface. Others may have formed at depths ranging from
610 to 800 kilometres - possibly within Earth’s “shallow” lower mantle.

“It’s not just a curiosity to have a diamond residing deep in Earth’s mantle — this is direct evidence
for aqueous fluid in the deep Earth,” Tschauner said.

The pressures that formed these deeper diamonds are estimated at about 24 to 25 gigapascals,
which is about 224 times more pressure than exists at the bottom the ocean’s deepest point in its
Mariana Trench. The composition of the fluid that was trapped in the inclusions appears to be
complex, with traces of carbonates, oxides, and salt, Tschauner said.

It is not yet possible to estimate how much watery fluid exists in Earth’s transition zone and how
it’s distributed, Tschauner said, but more diamond studies should help with the estimates.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!
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Perkin discovered the first synthetic dye, known as mauveine.
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Safety and Protection to Foreign Women
Ministry of Home Affairs

Safety and Protection to Foreign Women

Posted On: 04 APR 2018 5:43PM by PIB Delhi

‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’ are State subjects under the Seventh Schedule  to  the Constitution  of 
India.  The responsibility to maintain law and order, protection of life and property of the people
rests primarily with the respective State Governments. The State Governments are competent to
deal with such offences under the extant provisions of laws.

The Ministry of Tourism has taken following measures to ensure safety and protection for the
foreign guests:

The Ministry of Tourism has launched the 24x7 Toll Free Multi-Lingual Tourist Info-Helpline on the
toll free number 1800111363 or on a short code 1363 in 12 Languages including 10 international
languages and in Hindi & English in February 2016, for domestic and foreign tourists to provide
support service in terms of information relating to Travel in India and also offers appropriate
guidance to tourists in distress while travelling in India.

A Welcome card with “Tips to enjoy your stay” is being handed over to foreign tourists on their
arrival to make the visit of tourists a memorable experience.

The State Governments / Union Territory Administrations of Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jammu & Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha have deployed Tourist Police, in one form or the other.

The Ministry of Tourism has launched Social Awareness Media Campaigns with the objective of
sensitizing stakeholders in the tourism industry as well as the masses and general public about
the importance of good conduct and behavior towards tourists and to reinforce the spirit of
‘Atithidevo Bhava’.

The Ministry of Tourism in the year 2010, has launched code of conduct to be adopted by the
Indian travel and tourism industry for Safe and Honourable Tourism with the objectives to
encourage tourism activities to be undertaken with respect to basic rights like dignity, safety and
freedom from exploitation of both tourists and local residents, in particular women and children.

The Ministry of Tourism has issued the Guidelines on Safety and Security of Tourists for State
Governments /Union Territories and ‘Tips for Travelers’ in September 2014 to stress the
importance of safety and risk management, assist in identifying best practices and encourage
closer cooperation for ensuring a pleasant experience to the tourists. 

This was stated by the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Hansraj Ganga Ram Ahir in a
written reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****  

BB/NK/PK/AK/4225
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Iran agrees to take OVL’s Farzad-B gas

Iran has agreed to take the gas produced from Farzad-B field, discovered by ONGC Videsh Ltd. in
the Persian Gulf, but differences remain over returns on investments made by the Indian firm.

Iran previously conditioned granting rights to develop the Farzad-B fields to OVL on Indian firms
buying all of the gas produced at the imported-LNG equivalent rate. This proposition, which
involved an investment of $11 billion in first developing the field and then setting up a facility to
convert it into liquid gas (LNG) for shipping to India, was considered very expensive, sources privy
to the development said.
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‘Petroleum, Finance Ministers can award hydrocarbon blocks’

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a proposal to delegate the power to award
hydrocarbon blocks to successful bidders under the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy
(HELP) to Petroleum and and Finance Ministers.

“In line with the government initiative of ease of doing business, the Union Cabinet has given its
approval for delegating the powers to Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Finance Minister
to award the blocks/contract areas to successful bidders under Hydrocarbon Exploration and
Licensing Policy (HELP) after International Competitive Bidding (ICB) based on the
recommendations of Empowered Committee of Secretaries (ECS),” the government said in a
statement.

Under HELP, blocks are to be awarded twice in a year. Delegating powers would expedite the
decision-making process in awarding the blocks, according to the statement. “Under the New
Exploration Licensing Policy [which was in place before HELP was implemented in 2016], ECS
considers the bid evaluation criteria (BEC), conducts negotiations with the bidders wherever
necessary, and makes recommendations to CCEA on award of blocks,” the statement said. “The
CCEA approves the award of blocks. The entire process, including Inter Ministerial Consultations
(IMC), is quite lengthy and time consuming.”

In a separate decision, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved the issuance of a
notification that would allow Coal India Limited (CIL) and its subsidiaries to extract coal bed
methane (CBM) in their coal bearing areas without applying for a licence or lease under the
Petroleum & Natural Gas Rules, 1959.

Exploration of CBM

“The decision will expedite the exploration and exploitation of CBM, enhance the availability of
natural gas and reduce the gap in demand and supply of natural gas,” the government said in a
separate statement.

“The increased development activities for exploration and exploitation of CBM gas reserves in and
around the block will generate economic activities which, in turn, has potential to create
employment opportunities in CBM operations and in the industries,” it said.
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Boost to Ease of Doing Business in Petroleum & Natural Gas Sector
Cabinet

Boost to Ease of Doing Business in Petroleum & Natural Gas
Sector

Cabinet approves Delegation of Powers to Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of Finance to
approve the award of the Blocks/Contract Areas to
successful bidders under HELP/OALP after International
Competitive Bidding (ICB)

Posted On: 11 APR 2018 2:01PM by PIB Delhi

            In line with the Government initiative of ease of doing business, the Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for delegating the powers to Minister
of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Finance Minister to award the Blocks/Contract Areas to
successful bidders under Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) after
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) based on the recommendations of Empowered
Committee of Secretaries (ECS). Under HELP, Blocks are to be awarded twice in a year.
Therefore, this delegation of powers will expedite the decision making process on awarding
blocks and give a boost to the initiative of ease of doing business.

 

Impact:

 

Under the NELP Policy, ECS considers the Bid Evaluation Criteria (BEC), conducts negotiations
with the bidders wherever necessary and make recommendations to CCEA on award of blocks.
The CCEA approves the award of blocks. The entire process, including Inter Ministerial
Consultations (IMC) is quite lengthy and time consuming. In consonance with the Government
initiative of 'Ease of Doing Business', it is desirable to shorten the duration of time taken for award
of the Blocks / Contract Areas.      Under     the      New Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing
Policy' the competitive bidding will be continuous and blocks will be awarded twice a year.

 

Background:

 

Government of India launched a new policy regime for Exploration & Production (E&P) sector
namely Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) in 2016 which is paradigm shift
from earlier policy regime. The main features of new Policy regime are Revenue Sharing
Contract, single Licence for exploration and production of conventional as well as unconventional
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Hydrocarbon resources, marketing & pricing freedom, etc. Open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) under HELP, is main innovative feature wherein investor can carve out Blocks of their
own interest and submit an Expression of Interest (Eol) throughout the year. Based on the areas
for which expression of interest has been expressed bidding will be conducted every 6 months.

 

Government received an overwhelming response in first Eol cycle of OALP which started on 1st

July, 2017 and closed on 15th November, 2017. In the first Bid round, 55 blocks, having an area
of 59282 sq.km spreading across 11 States have been offered for bidding. The bidding process is
being handled through a secured and dedicated e-bidding portal.

 

*****

 

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1528591) Visitor Counter : 851

Read this release in: Marathi , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu
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Cabinet approves Exploration and Exploitation of Coal Bed Methane (CBM) from areas under Coal
Mining Lease allotted to Coal India Limited (CIL) and its Subsidiaries
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves Exploration and Exploitation of Coal Bed
Methane (CBM) from areas under Coal Mining Lease allotted
to Coal India Limited (CIL) and its Subsidiaries

Posted On: 11 APR 2018 1:51PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
today gave its approval for issuing a notification amending clause 3(xiii) of the notification dated
03.11.2015 issued by the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural gas under Section 12 of the Oil Fields
(Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 (ORD Act, 1948).

 

Due to this amendment relaxation is granted under the Petroleum & Natural Gas Rules 1959
(PNG Rules, 1959), to Coal India Limited (CIL) and its subsidiaries for not applying for grant of
license/lease under the PNG Rules, 1959 for extraction of Coal Bed Methane (CBM) under their
Coal Bearing Areas.

 

Impact:

The decision is in line with the Government’s initiatives of ‘Ease of Doing Business’.  It will
expedite the exploration and exploitation of CBM, enhance the availability of natural gas and
reduce the gap in demand and supply of natural gas. The increased development activities for
exploration and exploitation of CBM gas reserves in-and-around the block will generate economic
activities which in turn has potential to create employment opportunities in CBM operations and in
the industries.

 

Background:

Government of India has earlier issued a notification on 03.11:2015 granting rights to CIL and its
subsidiaries for exploration and exploitation of CBM from all coal bearing areas for which they
possess mining lease for coal. Clause 3(vi) of the Notification provides that the "Lessee shall
submit application under the P&NG Rules 1959 for grant of Mining Lease (ML) for CBM to
MoP&NG along with detailed recommendations of Central Mine Planning & Design Institute
Limited (CMPDIL)."

*****

AKT/VBA/SH
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Indian Consortium and Saudi Aramco Sign MoU for Ratnagiri Mega Refinery in Maharashtra
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

Indian Consortium and Saudi Aramco Sign MoU for Ratnagiri
Mega Refinery in Maharashtra

Posted On: 11 APR 2018 12:30PM by PIB Delhi

An Indian Consortium consisting of IOCL, BPCL and HPCL and Saudi Aramco signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) here today to jointly develop and build an integrated
refinery and petrochemicals complex, Ratnagiri Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd. (RRPCL) in the
State of Maharashtra.  Saudi Aramco may also seek to include a strategic partner to co-invest in
the project. 

The strategic partnership brings together crude supply, resources, technologies, experience and
expertise of these multiple oil companies with an established commercial presence around the
world.

A pre-feasibility study for the refinery has been completed, and the parties are now finalising the
project’s overall configuration. Following the signing of the MoU, the parties will extend their
collaboration to discuss the formation of a joint venture that would provide for joint ownership,
control and management of the project.

The refinery will be capable of processing 1.2 million barrels of crude oil per day (60 million metric
tonnes per annum, or MMTPA). It will produce a range of refined petroleum products, including
petrol and diesel meeting BS-VI fuel efficiency norms. The Refinery will also provide feedstock for
the integrated petrochemicals complex, which will be capable of producing approx. 18 million
tonnes per annum of petrochemical products.

In addition to the refinery, cracker and downstream petrochemicals facilities, the project will also
include the development of associated facilities such as a logistics, crude oil and product storage
terminals, raw water supply project as well as centralised and shared utilities.

RRPCL will rank among the world’s largest refining & petrochemicals projects and will be designed
to meet India’s fast-growing fuels and petrochemicals demand.  The project cost is estimated at
around Rs.3 lakh crore (USD 44 billion).

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan said that this a joint partnership between the consortium from India
consisting of IOCL, HPCL and BPCL and Saudi Aramco & an additional strategic partner on a
50:50 basis. 

The Minister said that this project, with an estimated investment of over Rs. 3 lakh crore, would
bring huge benefits to the Region, the State of Maharashtra and the entire country in terms of
large-scale employment generation, direct and indirect, as well as all-round economic
development of the Region.  This project is in line with the vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
and His Highness the King of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Aramco President and CEO, Amin H. Nasser said that the signing of MoU marks a
significant development in India’s Oil & Gas Sector. He further stated that participating in this
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mega project will allow Saudi Aramco to go beyond the role of crude oil supplier to a fully
integrated position which supports India’s future energy demands.  He also noted the opening of
Aramco Asia’s New Delhi Office in 2017 with a mandate to expand the Saudi Aramco’s
international portfolio in this key economic growth region.

 

 

********

 

PP/AD/SR/TFK
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Centre proposes relaxation of coastal regulation zone norms

The Centre has allowed India’s coasts to be made more accessible to tourism and industrial
infrastructure and given individual States considerable leeway to decide how they should plan
such development, according to a draft version of the proposed modification to India’s coastal
regulation zone plan made public on the Environment Ministry website on Wednesday.

The coastal regulation zone, or CRZ, 2011, refers to regions in the proximity of India’s 7000-km-
long shoreline where buildings, tourism facilities, industrial projects, residential facilities etc are
highly regulated. In most cases it begins from the high tide line (HTL) to about 500 metres towards
the landward side. The zone is subdivided into regions, with varying leeway for infrastructure
development, depending on population and ecological sensitivity.

The CRZ-1, for instance, includes the most ecologically sensitive areas and according to current
laws is off-limits for tourism activities and infrastructure development except for defence, strategic
and rare public utilities projects.

According to the new CRZ, 2018 notification “..nature trails and eco-tourism activities..” may be
permitted in CRZ-1 regions provided they conform to state-approved coastal zone management
plans.

The current law, called the CRZ, 2011 also defines as ‘coastal zone,’ the region from the HTL to
100 m of the creek along ‘tidal-influenced bodies’ such as bays, estuaries, rivers, backwaters,
lagoons and ponds etc. that are connected to the sea. The proposed laws relax this to 50 metres.

Earlier, rural habitations or relatively undisturbed areas close to the shore, called CRZ-II,
possessed a 200 metre ‘no development zone’. This has now been reduced to 50 metres,
provided the area has a population density exceeding 2161 per square kilometre as per the 2011
Census.

Environmentalists say that the new regulations have been framed without a transparent public
consultation process.

A committee headed by Shailesh Nayak, former secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences, had framed
a report to reconsider the limits of the existing coastal zone regulations.

The report however wasn’t made public by the Environment Ministry. “It was only after several
Right to Information requests that the policy was made available and that too, after pressure from
the Central Information Commissioner,” said Kanchi Kohli, researcher at the Centre for Policy
Research.
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The risks in fracking

Many scholars believe that fossil fuel energy will decline markedly by 2050. Such conclusions
have been challenged by others who say that the earth has enough resources to quench
humankind’s thirst for development for many centuries to come. Among other energy supplies,
shale gas and oil are likely to be abundant and available.

Shale gas and oil are unconventional natural resources found at 2,500-5,000 m below the earth’s
surface, as compared to conventional crude oil found at 1,500 m. The process of extracting shale
oil and gas requires deep vertical drilling followed by horizontal drilling. The most common way to
extract shale gas is ‘hydraulic fracturing’ (fracking), where high volumes of water mixed with
certain chemicals are pushed down to break the rocks and release the trapped energy minerals.

Coal-fired projections: on the draft energy policy

Because of its benefits, shale gas is being perceived by some as a ‘saviour’ of humanity. Fracking
seems an attractive tool, both politically and economically. To gain such benefits, the government
introduced a policy on shale gas and oil in 2013, permitting national oil companies to engage in
fracking. Under the first phase, shale gas blocks were identified in Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu. However, environmental groups have
strongly criticised this move, which they say will have adverse environmental impacts. Countries
like Germany and France and subnational governments like Scotland have banned fracking.

Fracking is bound to have positive economic and political impacts. In the U.S., where shale gas
has been commercially exploited for two decades, the prices of fuel and electricity have dropped.
Recent negotiations between the Secretary of the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and American shale producers to control oil production and prices show that
the U.S. has gained significant political advantage. Similarly, if India commercially exploits shale
deposits, it could meet its ever-increasing energy demand, decrease oil and gas imports, and
improve the balance of payments.

While this paints a possible bright future, fracking is bound to have a detrimental impact on local
communities and the environment. As fracking consumes large amounts of water (average 15,000
m3/well) and relatively larger surface area, it is bound to impact irrigation and other local
requirements. In the U.S. experience, out of 260 chemical substances, 58 have been identified to
pose a risk to human life and environment, eight are carcinogens and 17 are toxic to freshwater
organisms. Further, as 25-90% of the fluid is not retrieved and cracks in the shaft are possible,
there is a high risk of pollution to nearby underground water. Instances of groundwater pollution
have been reported in the U.S. (Pennsylvania) and Canada. Fracking has other impacts such as
increased air emissions (including greenhouse gases) and seismic activity. Environmental impact
assessments of the European Union and the U.K. have recognised these risks.

The Supreme Court of India has ruled that every person has the right to enjoy pollution-free water
and air. It is also an established principle that the state holds its natural resources in trust for the
benefit of the people, and has the duty to protect these resources from harm. If the risk from
fracking to underground water materialises, courts can hold the state responsible for it, stop the
activity, and order other corrective and preventive measures.

Another hurdle that fracking might face is the ‘precautionary principle’, which has been
incorporated into law. It dictates that where there is a significant risk to the environment or human
health, precautionary measures must be undertaken, irrespective of any scientific uncertainty.
Therefore, even though some scholars might contest the above-mentioned risks posed by
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fracking, the government would be obliged to adopt measures to reduce those risks.

The Model Bill for the Conservation, Protection, Regulation and Management of Groundwater,
2016, sets a priority for use of groundwater — right to water for life, and water to achieve “food
security, supporting sustenance agriculture, sustainable livelihoods and eco-system needs”. Only
after satisfying these priorities can underground water be used for other purposes. In the light of
the risks involved, the government should impose a moratorium on fracking.

Shubham Janghu is a fourth year student at the Jindal Global Law School in Sonipat, where Armin
Rosencranz is a professor of law
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Letters of Intent awarded today by Tourism Minister to 9 agencies for 22 monuments under Adopt
a Heritage project
Ministry of Tourism

Letters of Intent awarded today by Tourism Minister to 9
agencies for 22 monuments under Adopt a Heritage project

31 prospective monument mitras have been shortlisted by
the Oversight & Vision committee for developing tourist
friendly amenities at 95 monuments;

Posted On: 24 APR 2018 4:41PM by PIB Delhi

The 3rd Award Ceremony of Adopt a Heritage Project was conducted by Ministry of
Tourism in collaboration with Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), State/UTs Governments in New Delhi today for awarding the Letters of Intent to
the shortlisted agencies under Phase IV of the project. Awarding the Letters of Intent to
9 agencies for 22 monuments of Phase-IV, Union Minister for Tourism (IC) Sh. K. J.
Alphons asked the stakeholders to ‘protect, preserve and market’ the heritage of India.
The Minister also emphasised on creation of awareness amongst the corporates and
citizens to adopt heritage sites under the project for creation, operation and
maintenance of basic and advanced amenities at tourist destinations. The event had a
discussion session with the stakeholders in which the concerns and suggestions were
made to the Minister and Ministry officials.

The scheme “Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan” was originally
launched on 27th September 2017 to preserve the rich cultural and natural heritage and
to promote tourism across the length and breadth of our country. The Project began
with selected ASI ticketed monuments and the scope has now been expanded to
include other natural and cultural sites across the country. It was strongly emphasised
that tourist experience is the prime parameter to evaluate our performance in the
sector.

As on date, the project has received very encouraging response with over 195
registrations as per the project website. Various agencies that have come forward for
adoption include not only public and private industry, but also schools and individuals.
So far, 31 prospective monument mitras have been shortlisted by the Oversight &
Vision committee for developing tourist friendly amenities at 95 monuments, heritage
and other tourist sites including major heritage sites like Red Fort, Qutub Minar, Hampi,
Sun Temple, Ajanta Caves, Char Minar, Kaziranga National Park. Earlier, two MoU’s
were been signed between Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, Govt. of
Uttarakhand and Adventure Tour Operators Association of India(ATOAI) for Mt. Stok
Kangri, Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir and for Gangotri Temple Area & Trail to Gaumukh
in Uttarakhand. Further, two MoUs were also signed for Red Fort, Delhi and Gandikota
fort, Andhra Pradesh between Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Culture, Archaeological
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Survey of India and Dalmia Bharat Limited.

Smt. Rashmi Verma, Secretary (Tourism), Shri. Satyajeet Rajan, DG (Tourism), Smt.
Meenakshi Sharma (ADG Tourism) and other officials were present for the event. The
event also witnessed wide participation by public and private stakeholders from
different parts of the country.

 

List of heritage sites opted in Phase-IV of Adopt a Heritage

S. No. Agency Name
Site S.
No.

Name of Monument/ Tourist Site

1 Orange County Resorts & Hotel
 1. Lotus Mahal, Hampi, Karnataka

 1.
Elephant Stables, Hampi,
Karnataka

2 Heritage Resorts- Hampi
 1.

Ancient Pathway revival from
Virupaksha Temple to Vitthala
Temple, Hampi, Karnataka.

 1.
Krishna Temple (behind
Baravalinga), Hampi, Karnataka.

3 Kakatiya Heritage Trust  1.
Ramappa Temple, Palampet,
Telangana.

4 ITC Limited
 1. Taj Mahal, Agra, Uttar Pradesh.

5 GMR Sports Pvt. Ltd.

6
Aga Khan Trust for Culture (An
Agency of the Aga Khan
Development Network )

 1.
Agha Khan Palace, Pune,
Maharashtra.

7 The Padmini Haveli

 1.
Chittorgarh Fort, Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan.

 1.
Deveriya Mahadev And Ruins Of
Ancient Tambawati Nagri,
Chittorgarh, Rajasthan.

8 Resbird Technologies Pvt. Ltd

 1.
Mehrauli Archeological Park,
Delhi.

 1. Gol Gumbad, Lodhi Road Flyover

 1.
Bara Lao Ka Gumbad and
Baradari , Vasant Vihar

9 Climbing World  1.
Trails around Gaumukh
Vashistha Ashram, Mount Abu,
Rajasthan
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Tigar Path, Mount Abu,
Rajasthan.

 1.
Bailey’s Walk including Toad
Rock, Mount Abu Rajasthan.

 1.
Trails around Arbuda Devi &
Shanti Shikhar, Mount Abu
Rajasthan.

 1.
Trails around Dilwara Temple,
Mount Abu Rajasthan.

 1.
Trails from Gurushikhar to
Shergaon, Mount Abu Rajasthan.

 1.

Basic Field: A unique reserved
location for Rock Climbing near
Nakki Lake, Mount Abu,
Rajasthan.

 1.
Kumbhalgarh Fort Wall,
Kumbhalgarh, Rajasthan

 1.
Ram Tekri Path, Kumbhalgarh,
Rajasthan.

 1.
Tirthankar Trail, Across Jain
Temple, Ranakpur, Rajasthan.
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Shri Rajnath Singh chairs third meeting of Island Development Agency
Ministry of Home Affairs

Shri Rajnath Singh chairs third meeting of Island
Development Agency

Development projects on anvil in 26 Islands in Andaman &
Nicobar and Lakshadweep

Rs. 650 crore investment expected in various projects,
Restricted Area Permit regime to be relaxed for tourism
promotion

Posted On: 24 APR 2018 3:55PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh, chaired the third meeting of the Island
Development Agency (IDA) In Delhi today. The Island Development Agency reviewed
the progress made towards preparation of Development Plans for identified Islands
(four in A&N Islands i.e. Smith, Ross, Long, Avis and five in Lakshadweep i.e. Minicoy,
Bangaram, Thinnakara, Cheriyam, Suheli). For these Islands, Final Site Suitability
Reports have been prepared, Carrying Capacity determined and Environmental zoning
carried out to ensure sustainable development.

CEO, NITI Aayog made detailed presentation giving details of actions taken in
pursuance to decisions taken in earlier meetings. The Union Home Minister expressed
satisfaction at the progress made since its last meeting held on November 8, 2017
when directions were given to identify additional Islands for sustainable development
and also accord priority to key infrastructure projects. Additional Islands/Locations in
Islands, 12 in Andaman and Nicobar (North Passage, Cinque, Inglis, Viper, Neil
(Bharatpur Beach), Ramnagar Beach, Karmatang Beach, Dhaninallah Beach, Kalipur
Beach, Rutland, North Bay and Great Nicobar - B Quarry) and 5 in Lakshadweep
(Kalpeni, Kadmat, Agatti, Chetlat and Bitra) have been identified by NITI Aayog, in
consultation with the UT Administrations, for planning of suitable projects aimed at
creation of more jobs for the Islanders. Community-based tourism would be promoted
benefiting the Islanders.

Key Infrastructure projects such as creation of jetties/berthing facilities, Roll-on/Roll-off
ships; Bridges on Andaman Trunk Road; Upgradation of Diglipur Airport; Construction
of Minicoy Airport; Modernization of existing Jetty at Kavarati; Augmentation of Satellite
Bandwidth from 1.118 Gbps to 2.118 Gbps in Andaman & Nicobar; augmentation of
helicopter services for Islanders and tourists etc. are being accorded priority. With
better communication services, Information Technology based and other Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) would be promoted in the Islands.
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Further, after carrying out systematic study, 18 Projects, both in Andaman & Nicobar
and Lakshadweep, have been identified for implementation, out of which 7 Projects are
ready for launch through PPP. 3 such projects in Andaman & Nicobar (one each in
Long, Smith and Ayes Island) and 3 in Lakshadweep (one each in Suheli, Minicoy and
Kadamat) are ready to be launched. After implementation of these projects, investment
of about Rs. 650 crore is expected from the private sector. Preference would be given
to the local people for employment. It was informed that investors' conference would be
held in May, 2018.

Union Home Minister called upon all concerned to expedite implementation of ongoing
key infrastructure projects in the islands, particularly for improving air, road and web
connectivity; providing good quality drinking water to the residents; and power supply.
He directed that designs of these projects be made in such a way to provide maximum
benefits to the local population. Home Minister observed that development of Islands
was first discussed in 1999 and now it is taking concrete shape. He appreciated
collective efforts being made by all the Ministries for holistic and sustainable
development of Islands.

The meeting was attended by Lt. Governor of Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Administrator of Lakshadweep, Cabinet Secretary Shri P. K. Sinha, CEO, NITI Aayog
Shri Amitabh Kant, Union Home Secretary Shri Rajiv Gauba, Secretary Defence,
Secretary Tourism, Secretary, Tribal Affairs and other Senior Officers of Central
Ministries of Tourism, Power, Defence, Health, Telecommunications and Civil Aviation.
Vice Chief of Naval Staff and Air Commodore from Indian Air Force were also present
during the Meeting.
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the PRS Blog » What impacts petroleum prices?

Over the last few days, the retail prices of petrol and diesel have touched an all-time high.  In
Delhi, petrol was selling at 74.6/litre on April 25, 2018, while diesel was at 66/litre.

Petroleum products are used as raw materials in various sectors and industries such as transport
and petrochemicals.  These products may also be used in factories to operate machinery or
generators.  Any fluctuation in the price of petrol and diesel impacts the production and transport
costs of various items.  When compared to other neighbouring countries, India has the highest
prices for petrol and diesel.

Note: Prices as on April 1, 2018. Prices for India pertain to
Delhi.
Sources: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell, Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas; PRS.

How is the price of petrol and diesel fixed?

Historically, the price of petrol and diesel in India was regulated, i.e. the government was involved
in the deciding the retail price.  The government deregulated the pricing of petrol in 2010 and
diesel in 2014.  This allowed oil marketing companies to determine the price of these products,
and revise them every fortnight.

Starting June 16, 2017, prices for petrol and diesel are revised on a daily basis.  This was done to
with the idea that daily revision will reduce the volatility in retail prices, and protect the consumer
against sharp fluctuations.  The break-up of retail prices of petrol and diesel in Delhi on April 25,
2018 can be found below.  As seen in the table, over 50% of the retail price of petrol comprises
central and states taxes and the dealer’s commission.  In case of diesel, this amount is close to
40%.

Table 1: Break-up of petrol and diesel prices in Delhi (on April 25, 2018)

Component
Petrol Diesel

Rs/litre % of retail Rs/litre % of retail
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price price

Price Charged to
Dealers

35.7 48% 38.4 58%

Excise Duty (levied by
centre)

19.5 26% 15.3 23%

Dealer Commission 3.6 5% 2.5 4%

VAT (levied by state) 15.9 21% 9.7 15%

Retail Price 74.6 100% 65.9 100%

Source: Price Build-up of Petrol and Diesel at Delhi effective April 25, 2018; Indian Oil Corporation Limited.

 

Does India produce enough petroleum to support domestic consumption?

India imports 84% of the petroleum products consumed in the country.  This implies that any
change in the global prices of crude oil has a significant impact on the domestic price of petroleum
products.  In 2000-01, net import of petroleum products constituted 75% of the total consumption
in the country.  This increased to 95% in 2016-17.  The figure below shows the amount of
petroleum products consumed in the country, and the share of imports.

Note: Production is the difference between the total
consumption in the country and the net imports.
Sources: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell; PRS.

What has been the global trend in crude oil prices? How has this impacted prices in India?

Over the last five years, the global price of crude oil (Indian basket) has come down from USD 110
in January 2013 to USD 64 in March 2018, having touched a low of USD 28 in January 2016.
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While there has been a 42% drop in the price of global crude over this five-period, the retail price
of petrol in India has increased by 8%.  During this period, the retail price of diesel increased by
33%.  The two figures below show the trend in prices of global crude oil and retail price of petrol
and diesel in India, over the last five years.

Note: Subsidy indicated in the graphs is notional.  While calculating the subsidy amount, other factors such as cost of domestic inputs
will also have to be accounted.  Global Crude Oil Price is for the Indian basket.  Figures reflect average monthly retail price of petrol and
diesel in Delhi.
Sources: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell; Indian Oil Corporation Limited; PRS.

 

How has the excise duty on petrol and diesel changed over the last few years?

Under the Constitution, the central government has the powers to tax the production of petroleum
products, while states have the power to tax their sale.  Petroleum has been kept outside the
purview of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), till the GST Council decides.

Over the years, the central government has used taxes to prevent sharp fluctuations in the retail
price of diesel and petrol.  In the past, when global crude oil prices have increased, duties have
been cut.  Since 2014, as global crude oil prices declined, excise duties have been increased.
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Sources: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell; PRS.

 

As a consequence of the increase in duties, the central government’s revenue from excise on
petrol and diesel increased annually at a rate of 46% between 2013-14 and 2016-17.  During the
same period, the total sales tax collections of states (from petrol and diesel) increased annually by
9%.  The figure below shows the trend in overall collections of the central and state governments
from petroleum (including receipts from taxes, royalties, and dividends).

 

Notes: Data includes tax collections (from cesses,
royalties, customs duty, central excise duty, state
sales tax, octroi, and entry tax, among others),
dividends paid to the government, and profit on oil
exploration.
Data sources: Petroleum and Planning Analysis
Cell; Central Board of Excise and Customs; Indian
Oil Corporation Limited; PRS.
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Cabinet approves Long Term Agreements for supply of iron ore to Japan and South Korea through
MMTC Limited
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Long Term Agreements for supply of iron
ore to Japan and South Korea through MMTC Limited

Posted On: 25 APR 2018 1:13PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
renewal of Long Term Agreements (LTAs) for supply of iron ore (lumps and fines) of
grade +64% Fe content to Japanese Steel Mills (JSMs) and POSCO, South Korea for
another five years (i.e. 1.4.2018 upto 31.3.2023) through MMTC Limited.

 

Details:

 

The present LTAs are valid until 31.3.2018. The renewed LTAs with steel mills of
Japan and POSCO, South Korea shall be for a period of five years from 1.4.2018
to 31.3.2023.

i.

 

The range of quantity of iron ore to be exported under LTA per annum shall be 3.80
million tons (min.) per annum to 5.50 million tons per annum (max.) of both NMDC
and non-NMDC origin iron ore with quantitative ceilings for export of Bailadila
Lumps at 1.81 million MTs per annum and Bailadila Fines at 2.71 million MTs per
annum.

i.

 

The quantities of iron ore proposed for supply to JSMs and POSCO, South Korea
through MMTC Limited under these LTAs will be of grade +64% Fe content. The
break up is as follows:-

i.

 

Japanese Steel Mills
 

3.00 ~ 4.30 million tons per annum
 

POSCO, South Korea
 

0.80 ~1 .20 million tons per annum
 

 

The existing policy of single agency operation and exports through MMTC, with
trading margin of 2.8% of FOB price, shall be continued.

i.
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Benefits:

 

Export of iron ore under the LTAs would help to strengthen India’s bilateral ties with
long-standing partner countries, Japan and South Korea secure an export market and
result in inflow of foreign exchange.

 

The agreement will enable India to secure international market for its ores and ensure
stable economic ecosystem which provides direct and indirect employment in mining,
logistics and related sectors.

 

Background:

 

The history of India's iron ore exports to Japan is almost six decades old and is a
consistent component of India's bilateral relations with Japan. MMTC has been
supplying iron ore to JSMs since 1963 and to South Korea since 1973. The current
LTAs with Japanese Steel Mills (JSMs) and POSCO, South Korea, for supply of iron
ore for a period of three years will expire on 31st  March, 2018. The Cabinet, in its
meeting held on 24.06.2015 had authorized MMTC Limited to engage in Long Term
Agreements(LTAs) with Japanese Steel Mills (JSMs) and POSCO, South Korea, for
supply of iron ore for a period of three years (i.e. 2015 to 2018).
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Concerted Water Conservation Thrust under MGNREGS
Ministry of Rural Development

Concerted Water Conservation Thrust under MGNREGS

Posted On: 27 APR 2018 12:24PM by PIB Delhi

With near universal geo-tagging of assets and payment of wages and materials through the
Electronic Fund Management System (EFMS), a transparent Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) has made concerted efforts to create durable
assets. The thrust has been on Natural Resource Management (NRM), both on community and
individual beneficiary lands of small and marginal farmers.  Due to these concerted efforts, 143
lakh hectares have benefitted through Water Conservation efforts under MGNREGS over the last
3 years.  This includes construction of over 11 lakh farm ponds in the last 2 years, large scale
Water Conservation Schemes and vermi composting pits.  National evaluation by Institute of
Economic Growth, New Delhi and assessment of individual beneficiary schemes for livelihood by
Council for Social Development have indicated improvements in productivity, acreage, incomes
and water table through MGNREGS works.  All State Governments have taken keen interest to
use MGNREGS as a livelihood resource even under individual beneficiary schemes for poultry
sheds, goat sheds, dairy sheds etc.  90 days of wage labour under Pradhan MantriAwaasYojana-
Gramin (PMAY-G) housing and Rs. 12,000/- for household toilet wherever SBM Resources are
not available has been provided under PMAY-G.

 

        Considering the importance of Water Conservation especially during April to June period of
peak demand for work in rural areas, the Government of India has released adequate funds for
large scale thrust on completing 43.62 lakh Natural Resource Management works which are under
implementation.  It has also urged the States to accord maximum priority to Water Conservation
works during the first quarter of 2018-19 including River Rejuvenation.  Successes in River
Rejuvenation have encouraged MGNREGS to undertake similar works in other States as well. 
The Hon’ble Prime Minister on the National Panchayati Raj Diwas on April 24, 2018 has exhorted
Gram Panchayat Pradhans to lead a Community owned movement for Water Conservation using
MGNREGS resources to insulate villages from vagaries of monsoon.  On the 25th April 2018,
Hon’ble Prime Minister has urged all the Chief Secretaries of States in the Pragati Review to
assign top most priority to Water Conservation works under MGNREGS in the April to June
period.  There are no fund constraints in any State and technical training to field functionaries for
Natural Resource Management has been given under the Samarthya Capacity Development
Programmein partnership with Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation, Department of Land Resources and Central Ground Water Board as part of the
thrust on 2,264 stressed Blocks under Mission Water Conservation.

<><><><><>
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